THE BARN BANDE                    at The Barn Theatre, Oxted


Review for Friday March 15th 2003
 
They surely can't be called the Barn Bande anymore after their concert last Saturday!  Barn Sinfonia or even Oxted Symphony Orchestra, but its certainly grown up from a small  Chamber Orchestra.
Johan Katz has added Wood Winds and Brass to his very talented string players and the resulting sound can only be described as magnificent.
Keeping to his policy of young lady musicians, his flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons and French horn players outnumber the additional men. With the original strings this is now a 30 piece orchestra and the Barn Theatre stage looked distinctly crowded.    Two of the violin players performed a miracle of synchronisation, Rachel Tayler's bow passing just behind her partner's ear.
The pieces chosen for this concert did not need percussion, there would hardly have been room for drums anyway, and the opening work, Bach's Sinfonia in E Flat Major really showed off the wider range of compositions the orchestra can now play.   In the Andante, the Leader Rachael Maher took the theme almost as a soloist with the rest of the orchestra playing contra tante.  
Honegger's Pastorale d'Ete found the composer in a different mood to his other works, very gentle with an impression of falling leaves. 
Johan Katz wrote several short pieces whilst studying conducting in Israel and these he has combined and dedicated to his wife Anushka. It is a strident piece with the plentiful use of discords, not we hope a stylised reflection on their home life!             
Pavane by Faure brought the new section of wood winds and brass to the
fore, with a fine performance by Sarah Bastin, flute, leading the way. Most of the strings play pizzicato and 19 players can produced a wonderful sound.
The main work of the concert was Mozart's Symphony No 40 in C Minor written in 1788.  It was intended to be played without trumpets or timpani and clarinets were added at a later date.  There are many repeat passages, often omitted on recordings to reduce the overall length of the work, but included by Katz and well worth while for the enjoyment of the wonderful sound.   It was a fantastic performance by musicians whowere obviously enjoying every minute of it, and a conductor that had them under perfect control.
The audience was disappointingly small, Oxted doesn't seem to realise what wonderful entertainment they are missing, not many small towns can boast a 30 piece Symphony Orchestra.         Already other major orchestras are inviting Johan Katz to come to them as guest conductor,to give concerts in their areas.  
 
                                                        Derrick Graham      (In the Surrey Mirror 03/2003)
